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Valley Primary School  

	Amarjot Butcher (Chair of Community Council) 
As a parent of two former pupils at Valley Primary School, I initially joined the governing body to be more involved in their education. Over time, my commitment grew beyond my own children—I developed a deep connection with the school and its wider community. During my time as a governor, I’ve been actively involved in panels, training, finance, and safeguarding. Although my children have now moved on and the school has successfully transitioned into an academy under The Elliot Foundation Trust, I remain passionate about our Valley children and supporting its vision. I currently work in marketing for a local company and continue to bring that experience to my role as now Chair of the Community Council.

	Jodie Evans (Parent Member) 
I am proud to be on the community council at Valley, where both of my children currently attend. I have worked in primary education as a teacher for over 12 years and in recent years become part of the senior leadership team, giving me valuable insight into school development, teaching & learning and educational policies. I am passionate about helping every child thrive and believe that strong partnerships between families and schools are key to success. I’m committed to supporting Valley on its journey, using my experience to contribute positively to the school community and ensure that all children have the best possible opportunities to succeed. 

	Andrea Turnbull (Parent Member)
I am delighted to continue being a Parent Governor at Valley Primary School. I have been teaching for over 16 years in Solihull and am currently Deputy Director of Solihull's first primary alternative provision. I am passionate about SEND and Inclusion, ensuring that all pupils are given equal opportunities in school, regardless of a SEND need they may have. Both of my children attend Valley and I am keen to ensure that Valley continues to provide a high quality of education to all pupils. We have a fantastic community at Valley and I often support the various events that the PTFA organise.    


	Anita Douglas (Community Member)
I previously served as the Extended Services Manager at Valley and am proud to remain part of the school community in my current role as a Governor.
I’m passionate about supporting the school’s value-driven ethos and contributing to a nurturing and learning-focused environment for children and families. With a background in children’s services, I particularly enjoy community development work that makes a meaningful difference.
In addition to my role at Valley, I also serve as a governor at another primary school, giving me the opportunity to support education from a wider perspective. I volunteer for a local charity, which I find incredibly rewarding.
Outside of my professional commitments, I love spending time with my family and grandchildren. I regularly travel with them to dance competitions, which is a real joy. I also enjoy floristry as a creative and relaxing outlet.

	Emma Clark (Community Member)
I joined as a governor when my children were in year 1 and nursery and they are now 17 and 15!  At the time of joining the governing body Hatchford Brook Primary was merging with Valley Infants to become Valley Primary School as we know it today.  Over the years I have held the post of both Chair and Vice Chair but due to my own work commitments I have stepped down back to a Co-operative Governor post.   I currently work as a Practice manager for a large GP Practice in Solihull and have been working within the NHS for nearly 15 years.
Whilst I cannot be as involved as I would like anymore with the school due to my work commitments, I still have a very strong bond with the school and having been there every step of the way along the journey of transformation that Valley Primary has gone through I could not be prouder to still say I'm still a part of the team! 

	Michael Szwaba (Community Member)
I am delighted to join the governing body for Valley Primary School. I have been a teacher for 20 years, working in Reading, London, and
several areas in the West Midlands. I have experience of teacher development and strategic leadership in secondary schools and improving the quality of education in schools. 

Currently, I work as one of the vice principals at Lyndon School, one of the secondary schools that Valley pupils attend after Year 6 at Valley.  Over my five years at Lyndon, I have taught many former Valley pupils and it has been wonderful to see them grow and develop from the excellent foundation they have had in their primary education at Valley.

	Shirley Heatherington (Community Member)
I have recently retired from a long career in the NHS as a senior leader of health services for children with additional needs. I am a Speech and Language Therapist by profession and still maintain a keen interest in the provision of specialist health services for all children. I am the parent of 4 sons and the very proud grandma of 2 wonderful grandchildren . I enjoy working with the staff and pupils of Valley School and very much am looking forward to the next 12 months ahead of us.
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