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GROWING AND LEARNING TOGETHER TO BE THE BEST WE CAN BE!                                                                                                                             
ASPIRE…ENJOY…ACHIEVE…CHALLENGE ! 

Curriculum Subject: Geography

	Our Vision 
In Geography, we aim for all children to grow and learn together developing knowledge and skills which enable them to be the best they can be. 

Throughout all our lessons we always…
Aspire for excellence
Enjoy learning
Achieve success
Challenge ourselves further

	Geography Curriculum Intent 
During their time at Valley, children will develop their geographical skills, including map reading, compass work and finding out where they fit in the world. We intend to inspire them with a love for the world around them and curiosity about what the rest of the world is like. As well as knowing what our world is like now, they will also learn about what it has been like and how it has changed over time.

	Geography Curriculum Implementation 
We will implement this through our interesting and well planned Topics, touching on geography in every theme they cover and using cross-curricular links to develop the importance of geography in everything they do. They will be confident in knowing how to use globes, maps and atlases and be able to talk about their local area and globally significant places in the rest of the world.

	Geography Curriculum Impact
Children will be confident in the geography of their local area and will know where we are placed within our country and the wider world. Through comparisons with other countries they will have a good understanding of areas that are similar to or different from Solihull. Children will know all the continents and oceans and will have studied a small area on each continent during their time at Valley. They will be excited by our world, eager to explore it and want to take an active role in preserving it. 

	Ways to help at home 
· Look at the weather forecast together. Talk about why we have different weather and what we might need to do to prepare for it and how we should dress. 
· Take an interest in the world, go for local walks, visit the same places in different seasons and notice the changes.
· Encourage an interest in your local area, draw maps, look at road signs, think about how people move around and look out for different types of transport.
· Buy, or borrow from the library, an atlas; put up a world map poster; buy a globe, there are some lovely mini or inflatable ones available.
· Look at maps together, pick one up if you are on a day out and see if your child can work out how to get to the animal they want to see at the zoo or the ride they want to at an amusement park.
· Find out about where you are going on holiday - where is it, how will you get there, is it similar or different to Solihull?
· Write postcards when you are on holiday and talk about how they will get home. Ask friends and family to send your child postcards if they go on holiday, with information about where they are and find it on the map with your child.
· Watch programmes together such as Planet Earth or Go Jetters and Newsround to find out about recent events. 
· Use geographical language such as mountain, river, valley, beach, cliff to describe physical features.
· Use geographical language such as village, town, county, settlement, factory, port to describe human features.
· Look at flags, this could be during the Olympics or World Cup, which is their favourite and find out about that country. 
· Expose your child to as wide a range of places and cultures as you can. Remember, you can do this through pictures, films and exhibitions, as well as travel.
· Look at a map, atlas or globe and find out more about places and environments. Which countries have hot or cold climates? Can your child identify where different people come from, perhaps children in their class?
· Find the geography in your home. Where in the world did your furniture, ornaments or kitchenware come from?
· Discover where the fruits and vegetables in your supermarket originate from. Ask why certain foods cannot naturally grow in the UK. 
· Enjoy learning about the world with your child, be curious, ask questions and find out new things together! 
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