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Friday 14th May 2021. 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 

I am writing to inform you of the consultation outcome regarding the school day from September 
2021.  
 
The School’s vision is to offer a high quality curriculum, meticulously planned, expertly taught and 
bespoke for the children of Valley. In order to further develop our curriculum, we proposed a change 
to the school day from September 2021 to allow us to facilitate dedicated teaching and learning 
improvement time for teachers on a Friday afternoon and to continue ‘Feel Good Friday’ which we 
began during lockdown by enabling children to have time for enrichment opportunities with their 
families.  
 
Thank you to everybody who shared their views during the consultation, each one was considered and 
a summary produced with some proposed amendments to the initial offer based on views. The full 
summary document is available in the News section of our school website for you to view.   
 
I can confirm the outcome was: 
 
School Leaders decided following consideration of the views of all stakeholders during the 
consultation, to propose to Governors that the change to the school day should go ahead with some 
suggested amendments/ additions. Parental preference was overwhelmingly for Friday rather than 
Wednesday so this was taken forward. The main suggestion involved a tiered offer of enrichment/ 
childcare on Friday afternoons following feedback from parents.  
 
At their meeting on 6th May 2021 the Governors unanimously agreed for the Consultation to change 
the school day on a Friday to go ahead.  
 
Governors did not however approve the proposal for the offer of tiered enrichment/ childcare on a 
Friday. They asked that the school carried out a survey of interest with all parents to ascertain 
numbers of families who would be interested in a childcare offer, which would include Enrichment 
type activities. The price will be capped at no more than £5. Prices and the type of provision we can 
provide will be confirmed once the numbers of interest are confirmed. 
 
I will therefore confirm the childcare/ enrichment offer at a later date.  
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I can confirm at this stage, in order to give parents as much notice as possible that the school week 
timings from September 2021, COVID permitting, will be as follows:  
 
Mon – Thurs:  
Start of  Day 8.45am (10 min window to allow for siblings across sites) 
End of Day: EYFS and KS1 3.20pm, KS2 3.30pm (staggered collection times to allow for siblings across 
sites) 
 
Fri:  
Start of Day 8.45am (10 min window to allow for siblings across sites) 
End of Day: EYFS and KS1 1.50pm, KS2 2.00pm (staggered collection times to allow for siblings across 
sites) 
 
We are awaiting updated Government guidance regarding staggered starts and finishes. We hope 
these will not be necessary from September but should the Government or Local Authority state 
otherwise, timings will be adapted slightly to cater for this. If this is necessary, we will aim to ensure all 
times are within 20 minutes of the stated times in this letter to help our working parents to plan 
ahead.   
  
The consultation has now finished so we will not be inviting any further views on this matter however 
we will review mid year next year so may ask for views at this point.  
 
We will be sending a short questionnaire out today via Microsoft Forms regarding childcare provision 
and enrichment opportunities. There are only a few questions so please do complete this to allow 
School Leaders to ascertain the full picture to present to Governors in order that a final decision on 
childcare/ enrichment clubs can be reached.  
 
I will write to you later in the year regarding our vision for ‘Feel Good Friday’ afternoons and what we 
will offer to support you as parents during this time. Our vision is to focus on mental health, 
enrichment and life skills opportunities during this time.    
 
This is a really positive step for our school and we hope this will be a significant step in our journey to 
providing the best possible education and curriculum for our children. As always, thank you for your 
support in this new improvement venture at Valley.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Miss Milewski. 
Headteacher. 


